PROSECUTION OF CRIMINALS

objection gave him a painful surprise. He thought, that the
objection betrayed narrowness of mind. They should know
that he had introduced the recital from the Quran through BIbi
Raihana Tyabjee, a devoted Muslim with a religious mind. She
had no political motive behind the proposal. He was no
awtor-man as was suggested. He claimed to be a man of God
humbler than the humblest man or woman. His object ever
was to make Muslims better Muslims, Hindus better Hindus,
Christians better Christians, Parsis better Parsis. He never In-
vited anybody to change his or her religion. He had thought,
therefore, that the questioners would be glad to find that his
reHgion was so expansive as to Include readings from the reli-
gious scriptures of the world.

Harijan, 23-2-1947
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Some friends had said to Gandhiji that all prosecutions,
initiated by the Hindus against the Muslim offenders, Interfered
with the progress of the peace mission between the two. It
surprised him. What had peace between gentlemen to do with
the prosecution of criminals. He could understand the objec-
tion if it meant that false prosecutions should be withdrawn.
He would be whole-heartedly with the objectors. He went
further and said that all suctfpersons should be brought to book
as perjurers. He said also that the proper course to avoid court
procedure was for the guilty persons in all humility to make
an open confession of their guilt and stand the judgment of
the public. He would gladly help any such movement.
Harijan, 23-2-1947